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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 04234 291248Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 FRB-01 
INR-10 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
SP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 NSC-05 SS-15 STR-07 
CEA-01 L-03 H-02 PA-02 AGRE-00 /103 W 

021428 292351Z/42 

R 290829Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2264 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 4234 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, IS 

SUBJECT: MERCHANDISE IMPORTS JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1978 

REF: TEL AVIV 1280 

1 . THE CENTRAL BUREAU OF STATISTICS HAS RELEASED ITS 
PRELIMINARY FIGURES FOR JANUARY-FEBRUARY NONDEFENSE 
IMPORTS (CIF) AND THE TRADE DEFICIT. THE VALUE OF JANUARY- 
FEBRUARY IMPORTS IS $854.7 MILLION UP 24 PERCENT 

FROM THE SAME PERIOD IN 1977. THE MERCHANIDSE TRADE 
DEFICIT THROUGH FEBRUARY IS $262.4 MILLION, 17 PERCENT 
ABOVE LAST YEAR'S DEFICIT FOR THE SAME PERIOD. 

2. WHILE THE VALUE OF IMPORTS IS RISING SOMEWHAT MORE RAPIDLY 
THAN PREDICTED IN THE NATIONAL BUDGET, OFFICIALS HERE STILL 
ESTIMATE THAT THE TRADE BALANCE WILL SHOW A SLIGHT IMPROVEMENT 
IN 1978. 

LEWIS 
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